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Dedicated to Youth, Conservation, and Bass Anglers of Michigan 

The Michigan B.A.S.S. Chapter Federation is  ex-

cited to announce  to our membership and  sup-

porters that we are  continuing our  affiliation with 

SKEETER Boats and YAMAHA Motors as our official 

state boat and outboard motor sponsors 

Our Federation  

Nation members will 

benefit from all of the 

Skeeter programs, 

such as óSKEETER 

MONEYô along with 

several exclusive 

member benefits. 
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Presidentôs Report by Paul Sacks 

Presidentõs Corner 

STATE of the NATION 
Our Michigan B.A.S.S. Chapter Federation Nation has gone through many changes 

in the past year. 

Your 2007 board as worked very diligently to reform the Nation. They began with 

dedicating the Federation to be a more friendly and respectful organization  for all  

members. Previous  programs were revamped and renewed and new programs 

were put in place. The Board placed emphasis on more youth projects and upgrad-

ing the Jr. State Championship, reestablishing the Youth Clubs, and revamping the 

a new Classic Series for our members. Skeeter/ Yamaha became our boat and mo-

tor sponsors and signed a new contract with us. Through their support, we have 

improved our financial status to a point that we now can provide many new bene-

fits to our Federation Nation Clubs. Our State Championship was one of Michigan 

most prestigious events held last year. The board is looking to raise the bar even 

higher for the 2008 event. We will continue to provide new programs for our clubs 

in 2008.  

Our membership numbers did drop from the 2006 numbers, but through the ef-

forts of your board which included working at the many fishing and boat shows in 

2007,  Iôm happy to report our membership is again over 500 members strong. For 

the those members who might have thought the grass was greener else where, we 

extend an open invitation to rejoin us in the new and improved Federation Nation 

family. Please take a moment and review all we do for our members, kids, and our 

environment.  

In 2008,  we promise to hold more CastingKids events, payout more in youth fund-

ing, create programs that will give more back to our clubs than ever before, and 

provide more scholarship funds. 

Can there be any doubt that our Federation is the road to most Bass anglerôs 

dreams? The first step is to join a local Bass club, then compete in our Michigan 

State Championship, fish again in the Northern Divisional Tournament, and then 

The Federation Nation Championship. The DREAM is completed by winning an 

opportunity to fish the WORLDôS greatest BASS eventé..The BASSMASTERS 

CLASSIC!  This is the way that many of the top BASS Proôs began. Just ask Kevin 

VanDamn or Mike Iaconelli how it all started for them. 

I would like to thank our membership for allowing me to serve as President of this 

great organization.  Best of luck to our anglers in the NEW YEAR! 

 

Thank you; 

Michigan BASS Federation President,  

Paul Sacks 
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  Committee Members and Chairs   

State Championship  Classic Series  Membership 

Chairman - Brian Masters  Chairman - Larry Gargus  Chairman - Sharon Leonardi 

Paul Wagner  Tom Boland, Lupe Reyes   

Sponsorship  Youth Division  Media Relations 

Chairman - Mike Kujawski  Chairman - Barry Narrin  Chairman - Lupe Reyes 

Roger Beaune  Tom Boland, Lupe Reyes   

     

Youth Sponsorship  Bass Lines  Scholarships 

Chairman - Barry Narrin  Chairman - Tom Boland  Chairman - Jay Berwick 

     

Web Site  Conservation & Legislative  Youth Web Site 

Chairman - Paul Wagner  Chairman - Mike Nolan  Chairman - Barry Narrin 

     

Michigan B.A.S.S. Chapter  

Federation  

Board of Directors  

Committees and Responsibilities  
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2007 State Championship Top 13 Anglers  

2007 State Championship  
Final Top 13 Anglers  

TED PRISBE  
TROY SITAR  
MIKE NOLAN  
PETER TULS  
KENT MILLER  

RONALD DOWDY  
BILL GEACH  

DAVID DEMOTT  
SHAWN GREEN  

GARRY WILLIAMS  
BRIAN FEUTZ  

ROBERT E. LUTTKE  
TIM CHANDLER  

The 2007  State Championship was a huge success!  

 

The top angler in the 2007 State Championship was Ted Prisbe with a total weight of  37 

pounds of fish for his two day effort. The big fish of the tournament came on day two 

and was a very respectable 6.70 pound smallmouth. The big smallie was caught by 

Garry Williams. 

On the first day, there were a total of 130 participants . A total of 33 anglers brought in 

five fish limits with the big bag of the day weighing in at 20.05 pounds. At the end of 

day one, Russ Fogleman was in first place.  

The second day of the championship was equally productive. A total of 127 anglers par-

ticipated on day two. Garry Williams had the big sack for day two weighing in 22.93 

pounds of bass. The big bass of the tournament was caught on day two and 36 anglers 

brought in five fish limits. 

The weather cooperated both days and anglers were able to get to their fishing spots 

without any problems. Lake St. Clair proved itself to be a great fishery once again, yield-

ing a two day average of 17.40 pounds of bass per angler. Congratulations and thanks to 

all participants in the 2007 State Championship! Thanks also to our sponsors and volun-

teers without whom the State Championship could not be the success that it is. A very 

special thank you goes out to Paul Wagner this yearôs state championship tournament 

director. 
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Junior 

State Championship Report 
The 2007 Michigan B.A.S.S Junior State Cham-

pionship was held on Kent Lake, June1, 2007. 

Nine boys competed in the 11 to 14 age group 

with Chase Frenchette winning. Chase caught 

one largemouth bass weighing in at 3.33 pounds. 

In the 15 to 18 age group, five boys participated. 

The winner of this group was Joe Parker. Joe 

weighed in two fish with a total weight of 6.46 pounds. All of the partici-

pants were paired with an adult fisherman who was in charge of running 

the boat while the outboard was running. A special thank you goes out to 

Dave Fogleman and his club members from Michigan Bass Busters of 

Oakland County for organizing this tournament. Without their help and 

dedication the Junior Championship would not have been the success it 

was. We would also like to thank the sponsors who do-

Michigan B.A.S.S. Chapter 

Federation Youth Page  

Casting Kids  
Pictured at the left are Michael Lipinski and Matt Heyer, the Michigan repre-

sentatives to the 2007 Casting Kids Competition held recently in Florida. Both 

Michael and Matt represented our Federation extremely well, with Michael 
being involved in a tie for first place which he unfortunately lost.  

This year, the  board of directors has decided to make youth projects a priority. 

We have decided to pay any club $50 to put on a Casting Kids contest. In 
addition to that, any club member who works at a Casting Kids event at one of 

the boat shows will have their name placed in a drawing for $100 for each 

event they volunteer at. Clubs holding Casting Kids events at a location other 
than a boat show must contact Barry Narrin at least six weeks prior to the event 

to have kits ordered. Also, you should have at least 25 children participate in 

the event. 
The board of directors are committed to the belief that our youth represent the 

future of our sport. We are offering you this chance to receive money for your 

club or possibly for yourself because we know something needs to be done to 
revive youth interest in fishing. Do your part, and hold a Casting Kids event or 

volunteer to work at one of the boat show events. 

Michael Lipinski 

Matt Heyer 
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Kids are long on excitement and short on patience, 
so to keep their attention, if you want to take kids 

fishing, itôs important to get fish on the line fast and 
often. F ishing can be a highly technical hobby. The 

choices in rods, reels, bait, lures and lines can be 
mind boggling. When youôre fishing with kids, 

though itôs important to keep it simple and keep it 
light. The less time you spend fighting equipment, 

the more time kids will have for fighting fish on the 

line.  
 Light line, small hooks and small floats can help you 

put some excitement on the end of the line fast. To 
kids, the size of the fish is not as important as the 

frequency of catches. Kids tire quickly -  and often 
give up -  while waiting for lunker bass to bite. Most 

kids would rather pull in 25 minnow - sized bluegills 
than wait for one trophy catch.  

Combining activities can also help get kids hooked 
on angling. For instance, try making your own fish-

ing rods from willow branches and a length of fish-
ing line. Or find your own bait under rocks or in the 

weeds around lakes and streams. Make catching fish 
a learning experience and an adventure.  

 
This artice was reprinted from the Indiana Department of Natural Resources Web-

site. 
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New Reg Could Cost You $800! 
By Chris Horton, BASS Conservation Director 

 

By now, I hope, every BASS member is aware that the EPA is moving forward with a regulation that would require the owner of 

every recreational boat that discharges water to obtain a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit in order 

to use his boat. If, like me, you have an outboard that uses water to cool the engine (who doesnôt?), or your boat has a bilge pump 

and/or livewell, you will be required to obtain an NPDES permit ð currently costing about $800. 

 

Itôs ridiculous, I know, but thatôs our government bureaucracy at work. Thereôs good news and bad news here. The good news is that 

some members of Congress are willing to help. The bad news is that the issue is confusing, and some anglers have unwittingly been 

advocating the requirement. 

 

Currently, there are two efforts under way to remedy the problem. One is a simple legislative fix called the Recreational Boating Act 

of 2007, which has been introduced in both the House (HR 2550) and Senate (S. 2067). This is a very simple, two-page piece of 

legislation that would solve our problems. However, there has been substantial opposition because of the misunderstanding that this 

legislation would somehow weaken the Clean Water Act and negate important laws governing aquatic nuisance species. IT DOES 

NOT. All it does is maintain the status quo and codify a common sense exemption that the EPA has granted to recreational boaters 

for three decades. Neither bill has moved out of committee, even though the House version has a considerable number of co-

sponsors. The Senate bill still needs a lot of help from the Democratic side of the aisle. Weôll let you know when either of these bills 

starts to move. 

 

The second opportunity to fix this situation has just presented itself. Senator Bill Nelson (D-FL) plans to introduce an amendment to 

S. 1578, the Ballast Water Amendment, that will add a provision to allow the U.S. Coast Guard to review vessel classes and deter-

mine if their water discharges should be held to the ballast water permitting requirements of larger commercial vessels. However, it 

specifically does not exempt recreational vessels from laws and regulations pertaining to aquatic nuisance species. S. 1578 is cur-

rently in the Commerce, Science and Transportation Committee. 

 

 

Conservation Report  
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Taking Care of the Future of our Sport 
By Sharon Leonardi 
 

 

Each year, I witness tournaments on Lake St. Clair and the Detroit River in summer/fall where the bass are caught in deep water. Many of these bass 

are presented at weigh-in floating on their sides or bellies. These bass are suffering from the bass equivalent of ñthe bendsò. 

 

 

In my opinion, this is an unacceptable way of taking care of the ñbread and butterò of our sport!  The survival of these bass is greatly in question. 

Sadly, many of these bass are in the 4 lb + class and are breeding material for the future of bass fishing in our area. 

 

With the proper knowledge and tools, fishermen who want to fish deep water for their bass can increase the chances for survival of their catch. 

 

The options range from belly weights hung on their pectoral fins to hold the fish in an upright position in the livewell, to óFizzingò the bass from the 

side below the lateral line- see the below photo-, to a relatively new procedure in ñFizzingò, which seems both easier, and is less of a risk that a vital 

organ might be mistakenly punctured. 

 

This last method of fizzing is done through the mouth. In this procedure, an 18 gauge hypodermic syringe, with the plunger removed, (3ò in length 

plus 1ò needle) is used to puncture the swim bladder through the mouth.  The length of the syringe should be sufficient enough to allow you to keep 

your hand out of the fishôs mouth enough to enable you to see the ñtarget spotò for the needle to puncture. The target spot is just above the sphincter 

of the Gullet. ï see photo below ï The needle only needs to be inserted about 1/8ò. You will hear a hiss when the air bladder is punctured. The fish 

should then be submerged into the livewell to allow the air to NATURALLY escape from the hypodermic. The bass should NEVER be squeezed. 

The fish should remain under the water until the bubbles slow. You should see a distinct improvement from the lethargic behavior previously 

displayed. PLEASE NOTE: If too much air is released, the fish will ñsinkò as a result of negative buoyancy. Once released, I donôt know if these 

fish ever recover or if delayed mortality is inevitable. This might be an idea for a ñgrant projectò to study for the future.  

 

We all know that these bass are the future of our sport. We must take care of them to insure our youth will be able to carry on in our ñwakeò. I 

encourage you to learn this valuable skill, carry the ñtoolsò with you, and be willing to teach the skill to anyone willing to learn. On the boat and at 

weigh-ins, are excellent opportunities to show a fellow fisherman, how to care for our bass. 

 

If you know any of these skills already and are willing to share the knowledge with other members, please log on to the Federation website, log on 

to the ñForumò and let us know! We will all benefit! 
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How does the Federation Work?  
  

First,  members begin by joining or starting a local club.  
Each local club runs itself as it chooses. Most clubs host tournaments during the fishing season. 
Each club establishes dues for members. To start a club, it  takes a minimum of 6 members. 

 
There are 3 steps for full membership and all its benefits.   

The first step is to join B.A.S.S.. This requires a $20.00 per year fee. The benefits you receive are 11 magazines of the Bass Masters 
Publication.  

Step two is joining a local club.  
Lastly, the club also joins National Federation ( BASS/ESPN ). These dues are set at $ 20.00 per year per member. 

  

When all 3 are in place, then the club can send  a team to our State Championship  tournament.   
 

The 2007 tournament was held on Lake St. Clair, launching out of Mount Clemens, Mi.  The dates this year were August  23-25 with August 
23 being the meeting night. The actual fishing dates were August 24 & 25. 

From this tournament, 13 anglers advance and then become the Mi. State Team. This team earns many bonus awards. Among these are 
expense money to cover travel, rooms, licenses, food and VIP pricing on many of our sponsors products, as well as the bonus 
money for owning sponsor product from Skeeter/Yamahma, Triton/ Mercury, Lowrance , and Motorguide . The team also receives 
multiple Pro Shirts/caps, jackets, Berkley ,Plano, and BASS products . The team is fishing for a 1st place prize of a of $35,000.00 
boat. 

 
Our Michigan Team fishes in a Northern Divisional Tournament the following year.  
 

The team from the 2007 championship will be fishing in Wisconsin in 2008 and the 2008 team will be fishing back in Michigan waters in 
2009. 

The top Michigan Angler from the Northern Divisional tournament then goes on to fish in the Federation Nation National Championship (in 
November each year). 

From this National Championship only one angler from each of the six overall Divisions will earn a berth to fish with the Pro's in the " BIG 
SHOW" ...The Bassmaster Classic . The overall winner receives a NEW Triton boat package. 

  

It all begins from joining one of our State Federation Nation Clubs.  
  
I know you have many more questions and I would be happy to speak with you one on one.  
  
 
Please contact me at 248-819-3192 or stop and see us at one of the shows. We set up a booth at major boat shows around the state. 
 
 
 

The benefits to our memberships are many:  
You can receive discounted products from  Skeeter/Yamaha, Lowrance, Minn-Kota, Plano, and Berkley. Also, cash bonus money from 

Triton and Skeeter in tournaments and we offer our own Scholarship program for our members and their families.  
Our dues also covers a one Million dollar insurance policy for the clubs which includes a Death and Dismemberment policy of $9,000.00. 

Coverage is for all members and is in effect during travel to, from, and during all Federation functions and events. 
 
We represented the Federation at the Novi Ultimate Boat Show, the Lansing Boat Show and Grand Rapids Ultimate Boat Show.  We could also 
were available at Bass Pro Shops during their Spring Classic Sales weekends. You can also contact any board member from our web site. 
 
We hope you made it  to one of these shows so we could speak to you about our Federation goals and values. Our Federation places major 
emphasis on our Youth Programs and our Conservation projects. Several of our adult clubs also run Junior Clubs. The Youth all fish in a Junior 
State Championship that then leads to a National Junior Championship. Two youth anglers can win Triton Rigs and others compete for 6 scholar-
ship awards along with trophies. This all takes place at the Bassmaster Classic. Please contract our Youth Directors for further information. They 
are listed on the web site. 
  
We look forward to you joining our great organization and the B.A.S.S. family.  You may request a CD with additional information on it including all 
the forms you  need to help start a club up. Each club president was given a CD to share with their club. 
  
Again thank you for contacting our Michigan B.A.S.S. Federation Nation Chapter 
  
Paul Sacks, "Sack of Bass"  
Michigan B.A,S.S. Federation Nation President 
E-Mail  psacks@Michiganbass.net 
Phone # 248-819-3192 
National  Federation web site: Bassmaster Federation Index  
Our State Web site: http://www.michiganbass.net 

 

mailto:psacks@Michiganbass.net
http://sports.espn.go.com/outdoors/bassmaster/federation/index
http://www.michiganbass.net
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 The 2008 classic series tournaments will take on a new look once again. Larry 

Gargus will serve this year as the classic series director. Larry is a long time member of 

the Michigan Bass Federation and is always a regular at the classic series events. 

 Under Larryôs guidance, the classic series will change significantly.  

 First of all, there will be three separate one day events. Each event will be a 

team tournament. The entry fee is $150 per boat. All three tournaments will take place 

on Sundays. New this year also, is a new rule allowing practice until dusk the evening 

before each event. 

 The classic series lakes for the 2008 season will be: Lake Charlevoix on June 

8th, Saginaw Bay on July 13th, and the Detroit River on August 3rd.  The classic series 

tournaments are open only to members of the Michigan Bass Federation. Again this 

year, there will be a classic series championship open to all teams that fish the entire 

three tournament season. The classic series championship will be held on Lake St. Clair 

on August 31st.  

 The board of directors, along with Larry, hope these changes to the classic se-

ries will bring about renewed interest in this series of tournaments. We are trying to 

make the classic series tournaments available to all Michigan Bass Federation members 

who would like to experience the tournament atmosphere without a lot of high pressure.  

Michigan B.A.S.S. Chapter Federation  

Classic Series Tournaments  

Bob Downing Jr. and 

Mike Paul show off the 

fantastic bag of fish 

they caught on Lake 

Charlevoix. These five 

fish weighed in at 27.71 

pounds and the largest  

fish was 8.47 pounds. 

Great job guys! 
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Somebody ought to do itğ. 
 

By Paul Wagner  
 
Does anyone know who this "Somebody" guy is?  I did an Internet search the 
other day, hoping to find out where he lives and what he does for a living.  I 
could not find him anywhere.  He must have a lot of spare time on his hands, 
because everyone expects him to do just about everything for their organization.   
At least most everyone thinks so. 
 
Every time I turn around his name comes us.  He appears to be involved in just 
about every aspect of everyone's lives at some point.  I know the Fire Depart-
ment that I now work at part time tries to use him pretty regularly.  All 500+ 
members of Michigan Bass Chapter are always trying to get him to do this or 
that.  He must exist because there are occasions where some things do actually 
get done. 
 
I personally have been in charge of several large organizations over the years.  I 
was the President of our 1,000 member, County Fire Department Mutual Aid 
Association for 11 years.  I was a Captain at the second largest full time Fire 
Department in Washtenaw County for 10 years.  I am the President of our Local 
Bass Club and have been for 4 years now.  I was the Explorer Advisor for the 
largest Fire Department Explorer group in southeast Michigan for 13 years.  I 
have chaired or participated in Committee after Committee around the Washte-
naw County, on anything from Training to Central Dispatch.  This "Somebody" 
guy has always been mentioned by someone, at one point or another at just 
about every meeting I have been at. 
 
It is time for some of you to change your middle name to "Somebody".  If just a 
handful of people did that, we would be one of the very Best State BASS Chap-
ters in the Nation.  I recently made the decision to give up my position on the 
Michigan BASS Board of Directors. It was a difficult decision in some ways.  In 
other ways it was an easy decision.  I put a lot of time and effort over the past 3 
years, to make some improvements to the organization in general.  I hope to 
think I did help out and improve some things.  I really hoped that more people 
would step up and help make their BASS Organization the best it could be, once 
we started showing the membership the positive things a few people could 
make.    I plan on participating in as many aspects of Michigan BASS as time will 
allow over the next year.  I have made my self a name tag with "Somebody" on 
it, in pencil.  I will step up and help out. I hope that all of you do the same.  I was 
so happy to see that we actually had 4 people who were willing to "Step up" and 
run for the three Board of Directors positions this year.  That was the most we 
have had, since I first got involved in the Federation.  Those people are willing to 
try to make a difference. 
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I have heard several guys over the past 3 years, complain that they do not like 
the way something is being done, yet most every time, I tell them, "Step up and 
help" they usually choose not to.  Most just continue to complain and tell me that 
that "Somebody" guy needs to fix it. If we all just step up and help out just a little, 
we can get a lot done and actually make this organization a great one.  No one 
person should have to work an ungodly amount of hours to run this organization.  
I know Paul Sacks must have "Somebody" tattooed on his forehead in invisible 
ink or something.  He is the first person to step up and do things.  You may or 
may not agree with the way he might do things now and then, but at least he is 
willing to "Step up" and get it done.  
 
In closing, I want to encourage each and every club around the state to elect 
one person in their club to the position of "Somebody".  If every club sent some-
body to each event, life would be easy.  Heck the clubs could even make a 
name tag "Somebody" and pass it around.  That way everybody would get a 
chance to be "Somebody" at one time or another.  
 

You know whaté. 
Somebody ought to do thaté. 

BASS Club World Championship (BCWC)  
 

Who is eligible?  

BASS Federation Nation affiliated clubs and their members in good standing. 
BCWC State Qualifier  

¶ States may only promote official BASS sponsors at BCWC qualifiers and regional tournaments. 

States may send up to six (6) six-person teams and their alternates to the BCWC regional tournament. 
 

BCWC Regional Tournaments 

¶ Entry fee for the BCWC Regional Tournament shall be $1500 per team. 

¶ There will be Six (6) regions throughout the USA. Same alignment as divisionals. 

¶ BCWC Regional Tournaments will consist of two (2) official practice days on Tuesday and Wednesday imme-

diately preceding two (2) competition days on Thursday and Friday. 

¶ States may be asked to help with host responsibilities but are not required to host. There will not be a set 

rotation of regional tournaments. 

¶ A percentage of each entry fee will be held for expenses, Regional payout and Championship payout. No 

money will be held back for travel expenses to the Championship. 
Eight (8) six-person teams and their alternates will advance from the BCWC Regional Tournament to the BASS 
Club World Championship. Alternates must be members in good standing, of the club in which they are represent-
ing, at the time of the regional tournament. 

 

BASS Club World Championship 

¶ No entry fee. 

¶ Championship will be held in October 6-11, 2008. We will try to hold the championship in a central location. 

¶ World Championship team will be awarded six (6) fully rigged Triton/Mercury Packages, guaranteed. 

Payout for the rest of the field will be based on the number of teams that enter the BCWC regional tournaments. 
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ñCash for Clubsò Overview 
How does the program work? 

¶ BASS Federation Nation members purchase Purolator and Bosch qualify-

ing products 

¶ Members turn in UPC codes and proof of purchase to designated club 

representative 

¶ On specified dates, clubs send UPC codes/pop to fulfillment house 

¶ Fulfillment house confirms cash value and issues check to club 

Money can be used at clubôs discretion 

 

Example ï 1 person 

Purchases 2 Bosch ICON wiper blades in February = $10 

Purchases 1 PureONE oil filter in May = $1.50 

Purchases 1 BreatheEASY cabin air filter in June = $3 

Purchases 4 Platinum+2 spark plugs in August = $4 

That person earned $18.50 for the club! If 10 people made the same pur-

chases, itôs $180.50! 

 

ñCash for Clubsò Qualifying Products 
$.50       $2.50 

Bosch Super Plus single spark plug   Purolator PureONE air 

filter 

$1.00       $3.00 

Bosch Platinum Plus single spark plug  Bosch Hindsight wiper 

blade 

Bosch Platinum+2 single spark plug   Purolator 

BreatheEASY cabin air filter 

Bosch Platinum+4 single spark plug   $4.00 

Purolator oil filter     Bosch Excel+ 

wiper blade 

$1.50       $5.00 

Purolator PureONE oil filter    Bosch ICON 

wiper blade 

Bosch Premium oil filter    $6.00 

$2.00       Bosch Oxygen 

sensor 

Bosch Platinum IR Fusion single spark plug 

Bosch Micro Edge wiper blade 

Purolator air filter 
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Fish like a pro ... or at least with one  
Don't miss your opportunity to fish as a co-angler in the 2008 Bassmaster Opens  
By Ken Duke 

 
Have you ever wanted to fish with Rick Clunn, Mike Iaconelli, Aaron Martens, Peter 

Thliveros, Terry Scroggins or Pam Martin-Wells? If you're anything like millions of bass 

fanatics all over the country, you've dreamed of honing your skills by sharing a boat with 

these stars.  
Well, now's your chance.  
Just sign up for the 2008 Bassmaster Opens, and you'll have a terrific chance of fishing 

with one or more of the sport's greatest anglers. Better yet, you'll have a 100 percent 

chance of sharing a boat with someone who can help take your bass fishing to the next 

level. It's your chance to learn from some great anglers for less than it would cost to hire 

a fishing guide. 
Right now BASS is taking registrations for co-anglers in the Southern and Central 

Opens. You don't need a boat or expensive tow vehicle, just a love for the sport, a desire 

to compete and hone your skills and enough fishing gear to get the job done from the 

back of a professional's boat. 
How much does it cost? Just $300 per event. For many anglers, that's less than the price 

of a rod and reel combo, but you can get a lot more for your money by fishing an Open 

as a co-angler. 
For starters, you'll have the chance to fish with top professionals. More than 40 Bass-

master Elite Series pros are already signed up to fish. Where else can you share a boat 

with one of these experts for as little as $300? 
What's more, you'll have a great opportunity to recoup your investment. Each Open pays 

more than $70,000 in cash and merchandise to the top co-anglers in the event. The first 

place co-angler will earn an 18-foot bass boat with a 150-hp outboard valued at better 

than $30,000. And the payouts go all the way down to 50th place. 
Right now, you can only sign up to fish all three of the tournaments in one of the two 

divisions (schedule appears below), but beginning at noon on November 19, you can 

register for individual events and target those venues that best suit your budget, schedule 

or fishing strengths. 
The 2008 Southern Open tournaments will take place on Florida's St. Johns River, South 

Carolina's Santee Cooper reservoirs and Alabama's legendary Lake Guntersville. 
The Central Division will fish Louisiana's Red River, Kentucky's Kentucky Lake and 

Lake Texoma on the Texas-Oklahoma border. 
To learn more about the 2008 Bassmaster Opens payouts and rules, visit the Opens in-

formation link . To get signed up, phone 877-BASS-USA or register online. 
Southern Opens Schedule  
January 17-19, 2008     St. Johns River, Palatka, FL    

May 8 - 10, 2008        Santee Cooper Reservoir, Manning, SC    

October 16-18, 2008     Lake Guntersville, Guntersville, AL     

Central Opens Schedule  
April 24-26, 2008       Red River, Shreveport, LA       

September 25-27, 2008   Kentucky Lake, Paris, TN        

Oct. 30- Nov. 1, 2008   Lake Texoma, Denison, TX        

http://sports.espn.go.com/outdoors/bassmaster/tournaments/news/story?page=pro_series_2007
http://proxy.espn.go.com/outdoors/bassmaster/members/tournamentRegistrationSignin?tournamentType=OP
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BASS Announces Alignment of Youth Initiatives  
with BASS Federation Nation  

 
BASS announced today enhancements to its youth program, putting its youth competition circuits on 
a track similar to the BASS Federation Nation tournament structure. As part of the announcement, 
BASS will move the 2008 Junior Bassmaster World Championship to coincide with the final 2008 
Bassmaster Elite Series event, scheduled for Aug. 7-10 in Syracuse, N.Y., in what will serve as a 
transition year.   
 
At the 2008 championship event, youth anglers will be guaranteed to fish with an Elite pro and will 
weigh in on the Elite stage. All previously invited contenders will compete in the age division in which 
they qualified as ages will be frozen. The competition waters are yet to be determined. In subse-
quent years, BASS will hold the premier youth championship at the Federation Nation Champion-
ship, as previously announced.   
 
While the format of the JWC will stay intact, BASS will augment the experience for the youth partici-
pants. Elite pros will conduct seminars for all competitors and BASS will work with sponsors to pro-
vide JWC qualifiers with fishing equipment.  
 
ñWe understand the difficulties for those involved in a time of transition and we appreciate their pa-
tience,ò said Don Corkran, director of the BASS Federation Nation. ñWe recognize that our youth 
membership is vital to growing the sport of bass fishing.ò 
 
Central to the enhancements is the exposure of youth anglers to all levels of Federation Nation com-
petition. Youth competitors will be mentored by Federation Nation anglers and will learn the ele-
ments that are central to the passionate Federation Nation membership.      
 
The qualifying ladders for the JWC and the Bassmaster CastingKids program, which will mirror the 
Federation Nation structure, will provide youth with a firsthand look at competition venues they can 
pursue when they reach competition age. The junior competitor who emerges as the top-performing 
angler in his or her state will advance to one of six Federation Nation divisionals, based on geo-
graphic criteria.   
 
The integration will begin with the first BASS Federation Nation divisional in 2008 set for April on 
South Carolinaôs Santee Cooper Reservoir. Junior competitors will remain paired into two age 
groups, 11-14 and 15-18. 
 
The top-performing anglers from each of six divisionals will then qualify for the JWC Championship, 
to be held in conjunction with the BASS Federation Nation Championship. The championship con-
tenders will continue to fish for $23,000 in scholarship money, with the winners earning the distinc-
tion as the top youth anglers in the sport in their respective division.   
 
In addition to the seminars, BASS will encourage its Elite Series pros to serve in varying capacities 
at both youth competitions, including the CastingKids, at the Federation Nation Championship.  
 
The CastingKids competitions will be staged in a similar fashion to the JWC path.  The top Casting-
Kids competitors in their state will qualify from the Federation Nation Divisionals and the anglers who 
emerge as the top performers in their Divisionals will move on to their season-ending event, also 
staged at the FNC Championship.   
 
ñWe received feedback from all of our constituencies and feel that these enhancements are in the 
best interest of all concerned,ò said Corkran.  ñWe are excited about the direction of all of our youth 
programs and the chance for our youth competitors to grow into successful Federation Nation an-
glers.ò 
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Michigan B.A.S.S. Federation Nation Chapter  
 
MISSION STATEMENT 
The Michigan BASS Federation Nation, as a Leader in the State of Michigan,  
is committed to a better Environment, mentoring our youth, and the sport of  
competitive Bass Fishing. By providing a holistic approach, we can sustain  
the health and welfare of our youth, the integrity in the Sport of Bass  
fishing, our State and the communities we partner with. 

 
VISION 
Together, we deliver the highest quality and care of our Youth, the  
Environment and the sport of BASS fishing thru experience, everyday,  
everywhere, for everyone. 

 
VALUES  
We are called to: 
Manage the Environment ï Caring and taking action to educate and participate  
in events that make a difference within the state and country. 
 
Reverence  ï Respect for the sport, each other and the environment. 
 
Integrity ï Inspiring trust through open and honest competition and personal  
relationships. 

 
Wisdom ï Integrating excellence, stewardship and mentorship from experience. 
 
Creativity  ï Pioneering new techniques, Stepping outside the norm to assist  

others. 
 
Dedication ï Affirming our hope for a better environment, the joy of our  
sport, and the growth of our youth. 
 
The Michigan B.A.S.S. Federation Nation 
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I would like to introduce you to our 2007 Angler of the Year (Mr. Bass) George Bracken. This year 
was a great year for George in our club. He not only broke our Club tournaments single season 
record, he beat the record by 11.67 lbs. George set the single season record at 68.55 lbs. Our 
season consists of 6 tournaments within SE Michigan. So, if you already know George or you 
meet him in the near future, please congratulate him for a job well done. 

We are currently accepting both boater and no-boater members at this time. We host 2 Open 
Tournaments, 6 Club tournaments and a Classic tournament. 

To become a club member, a person will: 
Voluntarily express a genuine interest in membership. 
Must be a member of B.A.S.S. (State Requirement) 
Must be 16 years of age. 

The membership dues for a new member are $85.00, combination of National B.A.S.S. Federation 
Nation and State B.A.S.S. Federation Nation dues ($20.00 + $25.00), as well as a $20.00 non-
refundable Classic Fund fee and $20.00 new member fee. 

The entry fee for Club Tournaments is $25.00. $5.00 is for the big bass pot, 25% of the $20.00 shall 
be retained for the Club general fund. We do our best to have the non-boater fish with a different 
boater at each of our club tournaments. This promotes the camaraderie within our club. 

You are more than welcome to join us at our next meeting; our meetings are held on the 1st Sun-

day of the month November through May, with a few exceptions, so check our website 
www.geocities.com\avidbassanglersofmichigan for exact dates and additional contact information. 
Meetings are held at Lakeland Carpet, Whitmore Lake located at 9287 East M36 (½ mile west of US-
23 (next to Barnstormer)), starting at 6:00 pm. 

Hope to see you there. 

David McGlaughlin 
AVID Bass Anglers of Michigan 
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