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{ SPORTS 616-245-9156
1-888-ALN-BOBS

Kistler Rods (1-888-256-2627)
Dobyns Rods Yamamoto Baits
War Eagle Spinnerbaits Luckycraft
Revenge Spinnerbaits Zoom

Shimano Poor Boy’s Baits
Reaction Innovations St. Croix Rods
Garneau Baits Powell Rods

Email: tcook@alnbobs.com
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In the USA!
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Conservation Report

Mark Brantmeyer
Conservation Director

I't was announced at the Oct
be my last year serving as the Michigan B.A.S.S. Conservati
Director. | really enjoyed representing the Michigan Federati
over the past three years. Highlights of the position for me in-
clude working the weigin tank under the stage at the Bassmaster Classic, being se-

lected for a BoatU.S. grant to promote the use of engineftatitches, interfacing

with the M.B.C.F. board, and meeting Michigan Federation members.

Noreen Clough is the National B.A.S.S. Conservation Director and she is very active in
promoting B.A.S.S. conservation. She hasstablished the Conservation Director

meetings held at the Bassmaster Classic (these were cancelled two years ago due to
budget issues) and maintains contact with the state directors through conference calls
and email.

The minimum requirements of the Conservation Director are to update the board and
members about conservation projects and issues that may affect our state and to maintain
contact with Noreen and the other state directors. There are several opportunities
throughout the year to apply for grants and awards to complete conservation projects
within Michigan.

WHAT DO YOU DO WITH TORN PLASTIC BAITS?
|l 6m not sure if all of you read the ¢
(pg. 29). This article, ADondt toss spe
light bulb go off for me. The article basically covers the issue of used plastic baits being
ingested by bass and the damaging effects that may have. One example was given of a 1
pound bass caught in Lake Amistad, which had 12 various soft plastics knotted up in its

st omach. There is a statement in the ar
hooks and toss them over the side. Eith
little bit candét hurt anything. oo

I have been in both of these groups ¢

over without thinking after missing a bi
also tossed some baits over thinking the water was deep enough and the bait is so loaded
with salt, it will sink to the bottom never to be seen again. Fortunately, | have also thrown
most of those baits on to the floor of the boat where they belong.

What really made the light bulb go off for me is that | had never related my fish-
ing experiences to casually discarding a few baits over the side. In my experience most ol
the biggest bass | catch in summer are caught when | am either slowly crawling soft plas-
tics or just plain deadsticking the bait. With all the scents, salt and who knows what that

todaybés soft plastics are made with, it
baits | 6ve tossed over are being picked
probably the bigger fish too. So, from now on, all my soft plastics are going to end up on
the floor of my boat while on the water.

havendét figured out how to stop that.

If you have the time, please read the article and join me in keeping as many soft
plastic baits out of the water as we can. Protecting our fish is definitely worth it! If you
have been doing this all along, THANK YOU!  Submitted by Jerrod Sherwood
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OW )
RODS
Since 1910
Michigan B.A.S.S
Federation
Members receive a
30% Discount
when
Purchased 4
On-Line T

’ THEd’m«w/?DIFFERENCE.’

To receive the discount, contact you Club President.
They will have the Discounted Price List and Discount Code.

\ To see our full line of rods, please visit our
Web Site...

http://www.powellco.com
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STATE
CHAMPIONSHIP

State
Championship

Michigan Bass Federation

Tournament Report
2011 State Championship - Overall
7/22- 7/23/2011 SAGINAW BAY

The 2012 Northern Divisional Team

1 GREG SOCHOCKI 38.97
2 ERHARDT TULGESTKA 32.42
3 TED PRISBE 31.68
4 JAMIE SOCHOCKI 29.70
5 LARRY GARGUS 29.32
6 DOUG RATLIFF 27.88
7 MIKE PAUL 27.52
8 TOM KIEFER 25.78
9 CRAIG DAHLIN 23.91
10 BRANDON ROSE 23.59
11 JEFF FELLOWS 22.89
12 TIM HAHN 22.61
13 PETER TULS 22.37
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The 2011 Michigan B.A.S.S. Federation State Championship
was a huge success. We had a total of 99 anglers fish the Saginaw
Bay tournament. The weather was great, with high heat and a little bit
of wind on the first afternoon. Other than that we could not have
asked for more beautiful weather. Greg Sochocki managed to pull off
a very respectable win with 38.97 pounds of (9) fish, almost 5-1/2
pounds ahead of second place. The other 12 anglers should also be
very proud of themselves. They triumphed over the other anglers,
some by making some very long runs. This 2012 team will have many
seasoned anglers who have been to the Northern Divisional and Na-
tional Championships several times, with one angler who has even
fished the Bassmasters Classic. Our state will as always be well rep-
resented. We all wish them the best of luck as they live their dream
as they compete at the Worl dbés gr

The registration meeting and banquet was also a huge suc-
cess. We had some great food that
right there in Bay City. Everyone commented on the quality of meal
as being one of best we ever served. We also want to thank Wendy
from the Bay City Visitors and Convention Bureau. The BCVCB
helped us make arrangements before the tournament and provided
the facilities at the Bay County Community Center. We provided
many give-a-way door prizes that were donated by our sponsors. We
also provided a great picnic lunch at during the weigh-in on Day 1.
Krzyisakdéds House did the catering
Bratwurst, coneyod6s, salads and col

We want to thank all of our tournament staff for a job well done.
Paul Wagner, Camille Delikta, Sharon Leonardi, Dan Wagner and
Brandan Wagner all came up just to work the tournament. Lots of
others pitched in during the tournament to help with the weigh in. Lin-
wood Beach Marina was our host this year, their staff did a great job
of getting the boats all launched each day. They helped out all day
with setting up and providing everything we needed to pull off a great
tournament. We also want to thank the clubs that stepped up after
the tournament to help a tired staff pick up and store all of the tourna-
ment equipment back in the trailer. We could not have done it without
you all.
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Thanks to our many sponsors: Triton Boats-Mercury Motors-
Motorguide-Lowrance-Linwood Beach Marina-Franks Grerat Out-
doors - D&R sports-Cruncher Baits-Powell Rods-Rayjus i Aztec
Fishing 1 Extreme Bass Tackle i Plano products i Evans Williams
- National Rods- K& E Lures - NBAA - Solar Bats sunglasses -
Outdoor World Bass Pro Shops-Garneau Baits-D&S Trophies-
Pure Fishing - Berkley - Abu Garcia-L ar sends B oBoat
Boys Pro Gear-Pigsticker Baits-Wonderland Marine West - Boat
u.S.

Special thanks to Glacier Lakes Bass Club for creating and
running the food drive for a local shelter. Our anglers brought in a
huge amount of food, which helped the local community in a time
of need.
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The NEW
Michigan
Bass Federatigh
Nation patches
are now
available.

If you would like to purchase one for yourself or several for your club, con-
tact MBCF Board Member President Paul Sacks via email at
psacks@michiganbass.net.The Michigan Patches are $3 each, the BFN
Patches are $2.50 each.

S Ds C
T ,i:s' _
> | Trophies and Awarde
I'-I'n:q:ul'i.as.ﬁ.nd e | Shawn Green
":*m“’iﬁh'.‘..‘f“ Battle Creek, MI 269-979-2480

SPECIAL PRICING for Michigan BASS Federation Clubs™

Y

12 x 15 Plague 345 each
10 x 13 Plague $35 each
9 x 12 Plaque $25 each
8 x 10 Plague $20 each

8 x 10 Tombstone $33 each
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Board of Directors

President : Vice President Treasurer .
Paul Sacks Tom Boland Jay Berwick
(Term ends 2012) i \ (term ends 2014) (term ends 2012)

o \ .y R 4 W)
(248) 6813192 A ‘g“ (989) 2774544 mﬁ‘ S ) (313) 2838771 l B" Y ;‘: ‘m

L = . l 14} o ||
psacks@michiganbass.net tboland@michiganbass.net jberwick@michiganbass.net

1

Secretary

Mike Kujawski haron Leonardi

(term ends 2012)

Larry Gargus
(term ends 2013)

)
(810) 6882928 'fé“" < L.  (810) 6645895 Z
mku'awski@michig;nbass.ne.t lgargus@michiganbass.net

Bob Landon Barry Narrin Jason Hurst

(term ends 2013) (term ends 2012) (term ends 2014)

ity
(o

(810)6917351 (989) 7953023 1\ B :{"” (248)909-5750
blandon@michiganbass.net bnarrin@michiganbass.n)ét ’ jhurst@michiganbass.net

Brandon Rose Jarrod Sherwood Camille Delikta

(term ends 2013) (term ends 2013) (term ends 2014)

(989) 7934046 (989) 8237873 (586) 7571857

brose@michiganbass.net jsherwood @michiganbass.net ® cdelikta@michiganbass.net

LOWRANCE

We [Lead, We Find, You Win.™

9 Bass Lines ~ Fall 2011 ~ Official Publication of Michigan B.A.S.S. Chapter Federation


mailto:psacks@michiganbass.net
mailto:tboland@michiganbass.net
mailto:jberwick@michiganbass.net
mailto:bnarrin@michiganbass.net
mailto:lgargus@michiganbass.net
mailto:sleonardi@michiganbass.net
mailto:lleonardi@michiganbass.net
mailto:mkujawski@michiganbass.net
mailto:lreyes@michiganbass.net
mailto:bmasters@michiganbass.net
mailto:mallen@michiganbass.net
mailto:lreyes@michiganbass.net

Presi dent os Co

STATE OF THE NATION

Paul Sacks
Michigan Federation Nation President

State of the Nation A Presidents Note
If there was a ladder that could lead you directly to the Bassmaster
Classic stage in contention for the trophy, would you climb it? Of course

you would!

For many bass anglers, the B.A.S.S. Federation Nation is that ladder.

Although some Federation Nation anglers strive to turn pro someday, others just enjoy the
friendly competition at their club level and choose to help show our youth the love of our
sport and how to be guardians of our environment.

It has been one year since our National B.A.S.S. Federation was purchased from ESPN. The
new trio of owners is now working hard to bring our chapters back and improve to our organi-
zation. We are seeing new sponsors being brought into our ranks and many new changes will
be coming in the future. | for one think we will all benefit with the new Federation Nation
programs.

As most of you know our Federation has 3 goals to provide through our Mi. B.A.S.S. Federa-
tion
To hold tournaments for our members.
To teach our youth the importance of our fisheries, sportsmanship and the preservation
of our Lakes and streams.
For members to support our conservation efforts and programs.

With the 3rd point in mind our current State Conservation Director Mark Brantmeyer will be
vacating the position soon.

Our Federation thanks Mark for all his hard work over the last few years.

I would now ask our members if anyone in our Michigan Federation would like to make a dif-
ference in our state conservation efforts to please contact me to fill this position.

In closing, | would like to let our members know that our Chapter has made many improve-
ments since the 2006 split and

we expect to continue to make our Michigan B.A.S.S. Federation Nation the number one
leader in bass federations.

Thank you all for your help and support.

Paul Sacks Mi. B.A.S.S Federation State Presidel
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Michigan B.A.S.S. Chapter
Federation Youth Page

Gerry Gostinick's

(reat m Bass Flsh\ng Great Lakes Bass
Fishing Guide Service

£
‘L A proud Sponsor of the

ervice Michigan Bass Federation

Guide
We want to thank everyone who came out and helped and sup-

ported our Junior Anglers at the 2011 Junior State Championship
on Lake St. Clair. We could not have done it without your help.

Wining Anglers

This was the very first time we had ever held the Junior State Championship on
the famous Lake St. Clair. We had a total of 30 Junior Anglers attend and fish
the tournament on a beautiful sunny day on the lake. The anglers were a little
limited on how far they could run to fish, but apparently they almost all figured it
out. Several clubs helped out by bringing their boats and being boat captains
while the Junior Angles fished hard all day. In the end, two Junior Anglers man-
aged to top the rest of the competitors. Austin Ruddell from Woodhaven, Ml in
the Michigan Bass Anglers ended up with 14.62 pounds of fish while Zach
Nighswonger from Hamburg, Ml. in the Michigan Bass Busters brought a 11.74
pound sack to the scales. These two junior Anglers both managed to bring a full
five fish limit to the weigh-in for the day, as did 12 other of the Junior Anglers.

The entire event was "launched" at the Bass Pro Shop in Auburn Hills, with a
Registration Banquet on Saturday. Boaters, Anglers and their families were all
invited to attend and enjoyed a dinner. The anglers also got to meet their ran-
domly paired boaters. After the rules were reviewed, the anglers received bags
of goodies including Bass Pro Shop Gift cards to get their last minute baits and
supplies.

The Junior Anglers all arrived early on tournament day, ready to hit the lake. Af-
ter registering and finding their boaters, the anglers loaded up their equipment

72k0 A Kid Fiehns

b sl \\§\\‘\\\\
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and prepared to launch. The boaters and anglers all got to see "how the big
boys do it" right off the bat. They got organized and prepared to blast off just like
we do for the Adult State Championship each year. Once on the lake the anglers
went in every which direction. The boaters were not allowed to help with any
information at all. The Junior anglers were all on their own. Some got their limits
early while others struggled all day. Some of the kids found out that Lake St.
Clair can be a great fishing venue, while others found that the lake can be tough.

The weigh in crew was all ready to go when the anglers started to arrive back at
Metro Beach Park at 2 P.M. . Everyone was trailered back near the weigh in site
where they could unload their fish and bring them right to the scales. The weigh
in went flawlessly while the crowd of onlookers waited to see how their Juniors
did.

Chapter Team Award

Each Junior Club competed for a "Chapter Team Award" during the Tourna-
ment. The award is given to the Junior Chapter whose collective efforts of 4 pre-
designated Junior Anglers exceed the other Chapter Team weights. Four (4)
members of the Junior Chapter are designated before the tournament as Team
Members, to compete for a Chapter award. The Junior Michigan Bass Busters
took the coveted title this year. The managed a nice combined total of 34.91
pounds between the 4 anglers, which was very respectable. The Junior club re-
ceived a nice trophy for their combined efforts and each team member will get
their own trophy as well.

Big Bass Award

Each angler is allowed to weigh one of their fish as their Big Bass. The biggest
Bass in each of the two age groups wins a prize and plaque. Jake Dorony from
the Junior Michigan Bass Busters brought a really nice 5.20 pound Smallmouth
to the scales for the 15-18 age group while Kenny Messina from the Michigan
Bass Anglers brought a respectable 3.12 pound Smallmouth in for the 11-14 age
group. Several of the other Junior Anglers brought fish in over 3 pounds.

Overall Report

In all, all 4 Junior Clubs came to the Tournament this year. Macatawa Bass
Cubs, the Junior Michigan Bass Busters, the Junior Michigan Bass Anglers and
the Junior Michigan Bass Gang competed. Anglers are mostly paired up accord-
ing to age groups with boaters from other clubs. The clubs are allowed in most
part, to pair their anglers up. The boaters are instructed to not help the Junior
Anglers at all, other than maybe help netting their fish. We try to encourage the
Junior Anglers to do it all, including running the trolling motor all day. This year
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was the very first time we ever held the tournament on "Big Water", that is al-

ways a gamble on Lake St. Clair, but this year the weather was as good as it

could be. We did limit the anglers to American Waters only, all of Anchor Bay,
the main Lake and down to the Gross Pointe Yacht Club. Other than that they
could go most anywhere in the lake.

We especially want to thank everyone for all of our wonderful help this year. We
have never had so many people step up to help out at the banquet and tourna-
ment. It really helped make things run so much smoother than ever before. We
also want to thank each and every single one of our sponsors again this year.
This would not have been such a great success without them.

Bass Pro Shops i NBAA and K&E Lures i National Rods - Blue Cross i
Cruncher Baits - Extreme Tackle

We are already |l ooking forward to next vy
place winners Austin Ruddell and Zachary Nighswonger will now advance on to

the Northern Divisional Jr. club tournament at Fort Madison , lowa. They will be

fishing against 7 other Junior anglers in each of their age divisions. Their tour-

nament will be on August 12, 2011. Their weight will also be used in the final
results of our adul t Nheywillbe attendiogrdaily t e a md
meeting with the Michigan team in an effort to help the Juniors and the Adult

teams weights.

Our two Michigan Junior anglers will be competing to advance on to the World
Junior Championship in Monroe, Louisiana on Nov. 5™. Our state is sponsored
by the Alliance program. This is made up of Triton Boats -Mercury Motors -
MotorGuide - and Lowrance. They will be competing for several scholarships
and the winners in each age group that are in the Alliance program will win a
complete Triton boat package.

We all wish Austin and Zachary the very best of luck in their upcoming tourna-
ment seéeé.

GO MICHIGAN !

13Bass Lines ~ Fall 2011 ~ Official Publication of Michigan B.A.S.S. Chapter Federation



14 Bass Lines ~ Fall 2011 ~ Official Publication of Michigan B.A.S.S. Chapter Federation



