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Dedicated to Youth, Conservation, and Bass Anglers of Michigan 

YOUNG PEOPLE ARE THE FUTURE 

OF OUR FEDERATION! 

Brandon Rose places first on the Michigan 

BASS Federation Nation Team at the Northern 

Divisional. Congratulations Brandon!  
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President  Vice President  Treasurer 

Paul Sacks  Tom Boland  Jay Berwick 

(Term ends 2012)  (term ends 2011)  (term ends 2012) 

(248) 681-3192  (989) 277-4544  (313) 283-8771 

psacks@michiganbass.net  tboland@michiganbass.net  jberwick@michiganbass.net 

     

Secretary     

Mike Kujawski  Larry Gargus  Sharon Leonardi 

(term ends 2012)  (term ends 2010)  (term ends 2011) 

(810) 688-2928  (810) 664-5895  (586) 567-1709 

mkujawski@michiganbass.net  lgargus@michiganbass.net  sleonardi@michiganbass.net 

     

Tony Impellizzeri   Barry Narrin  Lupe Reyes 

(term ends 2011)  (term ends 2012)  (term ends 2010) 

(734) 922-2161  (989) 795-3023  (517) 272-4835  

timpellizzeri@michiganbass.net  bnarrin@michiganbass.net lreyes@michiganbass.net 

     

Brian Masters  Mike Allen  Camille Delikta 

(term ends 2010)  (term ends 2010)  (term ends 2011) 

(517) 962-5809  (989)732-0793   (586) 757-1857  

bmasters@michiganbass.net  mallen@michiganbass.net  sleonardi@michiganbass.net 

Board of Directors  
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Presidentõs Corner 

Our Michigan B.A.S.S. Federation Nation is about to begin our 

fourth year.   

As we look back on this 2009 season many great things have taken 

place. 
Our membership numbers have remained strong despite the economic prob-

lems our country has experienced. We still have over 500 State members 

and almost 100 Jr. anglers. We expect to have new clubs join us during the 

2010 season. 

 

Our financial situation has never been better. With the Raffle and the 

sale of the Toyota Tundra award, the 2009 Skeeter I-Class boat, 

our coffers are at their highest levels in the history of our Federation. 

 

Our 2009 Michigan Northern Divisonal team was outstanding this year. 

They won the 1st place award this year. It has been 9 years since that has 

happened.  

Our Jr. Anglers, Cody Harris and Danny Sprague, were the deciding factor in 

the win. Both Michigan Jr. Anglers won the two seats at the divisional and 

advanced to the National Jr. Championship. Danny did so well at this 

event, that he won the Alliance Grand prize of a new Triton package. 

 

We have signed many new contacts in 2009, such as Triton- Mercury - 

MotorGuide-Lowrance. These contracts brought in many bonuses in funding. 

From Lowrance $2,200 in Product- Triton $5,000.00- Mercury $2000 in  

product. 

 

We have had a great year and hope to have even a better one in 

2010. I would like to thank all our Federation Nation Board and gen-

eral members for helping us in all the successes we have enjoyed. 

Thank you all for allowing me to represent you as your President. 

 

Paul Sacks 
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Michigan B.A.S.S. Chapter 

Federation Youth Page  

Youth Projects 
 

The presidents were informed that the youth projects form is due soon and how it works, 

this is a reimbursement program.  Barry will need an article with pictures sent in after 

the event, and then a check will be awarded to the club to help cover their expenses. 

Clubs are encouraged to participate in youth events and then submit their expenses to the 

Federation  for at least partial reimbursement. Through getting actively involved with the 

youth in our communities, we can gain active adult members which keeps our Federa-

tion Nation growing. 

Danny Sprague wins a Triton boat! 
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2009 Junior State Championship  

 

Michigan B.A.S.S. Chapter  

Federation  

Board of Directors  

Committees and Responsibilities  

  Committee Members and Chairs   

State Championship  Classic Series  Membership 

Chairman - Sharon Leonardi  Chairman - Larry Gargus  Chairman - Sharon Leonardi 

Paul Wagner, Paul Sacks, Tony 
Impellizzeri, Brian Masters  Camille Delikta, Lupe Reyes  Paul Wagner 

Sponsorship  Youth Division  Media Relations 

Chairman - Camille Delikta  Co-Chairman - Barry Narrin, Tom Boland  Chairman - Camille Delikta 

Lupe Reyes  Lupe Reyes  Lupe Reyes 

     

Youth Sponsorship  Bass Lines  Scholarships 

Chairman - Barry Narrin  Chairman - Tom Boland  Chairman - Jay Berwick 

     

Web Site  Conservation & Legislative  Youth Web Site 

Chairman - Paul Wagner  Chairman - Mark Brantmeyer  Chairman - Barry Narrin 

  
Brian Masters, Mike  
Allen   

Cody Harris and Danny Sprague won their 

respective divisions  of the Junior State 

Championship held on Lake Nepessing. As 

a result of their win, they became members 

of our State Team thet fished the Northern 

Divisional in Escanaba, Michigan. They 

both also won the chance to represent 

Michigan at the Federation Nation  Junior 

National Tournament held in  Florida Oc-

tober 28-30, 2009. The two boys were in-

strumental in Michigan winning the North-

ern Divisional with a catch of over eleven 

pounds each on the final day of the compe-

tition which contributed to Michiganôs win 

by just over two pounds. Congratulations 

go out to each of them. They both represent 

the fantastic future our Federation has! 
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Presidentsô Meeting minutes 

October 25, 2009      Held at Bass Pro Shops  

Called to order at 1:14PM     Auburn Hills, Mi. 

 

 

Reviewed Aprilôs Presidents Meeting minutes  

Motion to accept October minutes by Tony Impellizzeri and second by Mike Kujawski   Mo-

tion passed unanimous 

 

Treasurersô Report: Jay Berwick 

Jay informed the presidents that he will have a full detailed report at the December meeting. 

He told everyone that we opened a third account just for the raffle and when the CPA is done 

going over the raffle we will transfer the balance to the general fund. Jay informed the presi-

dents that we have sold the truck and still need to sell the boat. Paul Sacks awarded Calhoun 

County Bass Club a check for 500 dollars for selling the winning ticket. A motion was made 

to accept the treasurers report by Mike Kujawski and was second by Tony Impellizzeri, this 

passed unanimous. 

 

Classic Series Report: Larry Gargus 

Larry informed the presidents that the classic series dates are June 6th, July 11th, August 29th, 

and September 12th 2010. All of the lakes are TBD at this time with more information to 

come at the December meeting. Larry is looking into new sponsors and prizes for this year. 

He told the presidents that he had 85 members fish the classic last year. The series paid back 

over 140% in cash and prizes. The highest paying trail in Michigan. 

 

State Championship:  
Pres. Paul told the presidents that the  date for the fish-off is July 22-25 2010 and the lake 

will be announced at the December meeting. Pres. Paul asked the presidents for their input 

on some lakes on the west side of the state. 

Hamlin- Coldwater chain and Muskegon were reviewed. 

 

Membership: Sharon Leonardi  

Sharon told the presidents that BASS has raised their fee to 30 dollars a member and that at 

the state level we will not be changing our fee. One change that the state will be making is 

that there will no longer be an additional change for belonging to multiple clubs; you will 

pay only for the first club. Sharon informed the presidents that this year there will be a late 

charge of 5 dollars a member who was on the 2009 club roster  turned in after April 15th. To 
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be a current member you must be a state, national, and a bassmaster member. 

  

Newsletter: Tom Boland 

Tom has some great stuff for the newsletter and is waiting till Paul comes back from 

nationals for any additional information and will get the newsletter out within weeks 

after that. We are not going to do a show edition, but rather a do a pamphlet to save 

money. Tom is looking for and always looking for articles and pictures from the presi-

dents and/or from anyone in their club that would like to have an article published, if you 

have something you would like to see please get it to Tom right away. 

 

Youth:  Barry Narrin 

Barry told the president that casting kids nationally is over  the way we know it, and that 

it is now an education program rather than hands on, but we will continue running a 

form of casting kids in the state (more to come on this at the December meeting). Barry 

will be putting a committee together to discuss how we want to run this program for our 

state. Gerry Gostenik will be giving a guided trip to each of our State CK winners. We 

are going to still awarding $50 to the clubs for each Casting Kids contest they work at 

the boat shows. We are accepting applications for the youth projects right now, just re-

member that this is for reimbursement and I will need a report and pictures to receive 

any funding. 

  

Boat Shows: Paul Sacks 

Paul informed everyone that there will be only three boat shows this year: 

January 7 ï 10 2010 Ultimate Fishing Show (Novi) 

February 25 ï 28 2010 Outdoorama (Novi) 

March 18 ï 21 2010 Ultimate Fishing Show (Grand Rapids) 

We need clubs to step up and run casting kids at each of the shows.  Clubs are welcome 

to work our booth for new members. 

 

Sponsorship: Paul Sacks 

Pres. Paul is working on some new sponsors, also if you know of any or have any leads 

on any please contact him with that information. There is still bonus money for Triton, 

Skeeter, and Nitro owners and Toyota owners. 

 

Conservation: Mark Brantmeyer 

Mark showed the presidentôs the release bags that he got from Berkley and informed 

them how they can order some for their clubs. 

 

Nominations: 

There were four seats open this year and Pres. Sacks opened the nominations to the 

floor. There were four people nominated: Barry Narrin, Paul Sacks, Mike Kujawski, and 

Jay Berwick. With four open seats and only four people nominated, there was no need to 

vote. A motion to accept all four to the board was made by Tom Boland and second by 

Sharon Leonardi, this passed unanimous. 

 

**Pres. Sacks told the presidents that we do not have any fundraisers planned for now 
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except the Outdoorama Trout pond. 

 

**Pres. Sacks informed the presidents that the truck has been sold and we took in around 

27,000 dollars, but we still need to sell the boat. The board voted to reduce the price of 

the boat to 35,000 dollars or best offer. The state team also has a ZX190 boat for sale 

that they won at divisional. 

 

**Pres. Sacks informed the presidents of the new BFN logos that are coming soon. 

 

**Pres. Sacks told the presidents that national will be in Escanaba, Mich. on August 9 ï 

15 2010. 

 

**Pres. Sacks told all of the presidents that the BFN champion gets a guaranteed spot in 

the elite and guaranteed early entry in to the opens. Also the divisional winner gets a 

guaranteed spot in the opens. He told the presidents that everybody in the BFN gets pri-

ority entry in the marshal program for the elite series and opens. 

 

**Pres. Sacks told all of the presidents that if they have anything they would like to see 

on the agenda to inform him at least two weeks before the meeting. 

 

**The 50/50 raffle was worth $65 dollars and was won by Barry Narrin. Special 50/50 

prizes were also presented. 

 

** The next meeting dates and places are the following:  

 December 6th 2009 @  Mason , Mi.   

American Legion Browne Avender Post 148 - 
(517) 676-1651  
840 E Columbia St, Mason, MI  48854 
Below is map link 
 American Legion Browne Avender Post 148 in Mason, Michigan 48854 - 
MLive.com 

  

February 14th 2009 @ TBA 

April 11th 2009 @ TBA 

 

 

A motion to adjourn was made by Tom Boland and second by Mike Kujawski 

Motion Passed. Meeting Adjourned at 3:15 PM 

 

Minutes written by Barry Narrin 

Federation Board Secretary 

http://businessfinder.mlive.com/4854268/American-Legion-Browne-Avender-Post-148-Mason-MI
http://businessfinder.mlive.com/4854268/American-Legion-Browne-Avender-Post-148-Mason-MI
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Conservation Report  

Mark Brantmeyer 

 Conservation Director 

Earlier this year, President Barack Obama formed the federal Interagency Ocean Policy 

Task Force composed of senior-level officials from various government departments and 

agencies.  The Task Force was created "To succeed in protecting the oceans, coasts, and 

Great Lakes, the United States needs to act within a unifying framework under a clear 

national policy, including a comprehensive, ecosystem-based framework for the long-

term conservation and use of our resources."  In addition, the President's memo directive 

instructed the Task Force to develop a framework for 'spatial planning' which will likely 

include a proliferation of Marine Protected Areas (MPA's) among the management op-

tions. 

 

What does this mean to Michigan anglers?  Ultimately, the Task Forceôs framework 

could result in closures of areas of the Great Lakes in the form of freshwater MPA's, 

where activities such as fishing are often prohibited.  Typically, when MPA's are estab-

lished there are no provisions for re-opening them for recreational angling. 

 

"One of our biggest concerns with the Interim Report was that the recreational fishing 

community was ignored, despite initial input in the process. We were lumped in with 

commercial fishing in the context of 'overfishing' in the document. Fortunately, the out-

cry from the angling community in recent weeks has got their attention," said BASS 

Conservation Director Chris Horton. "We've met with the White House twice in the past 

few weeks. At the ASA summit on October 27th, Jane Lubchenco promised to be a 

champion for recreational anglers. We're guardedly optimistic that we will be able to 

ensure recreational fishing will be a priority in whatever policy ultimately results from 

the process." 

 

The Task Force is scheduled to release their final report on December 9. "We're hoping 

for the best, but we need every angler paying attention and ready to respond in case we 

get swept under the table again. We've proven that we have a strong voice. Hopefully, 

they are listening," said Horton. 

 

For more information about the Interagency Ocean Policy Task Force, feel free to con-

tact me or visit the Conservation pages in Bassmaster.com and ESPNOutdoors.com. 
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Kids are our 

Future!  
This cute little article 

was written by the 

grandchildren of Paul 

Wagner. Paul has been a 

very active member of 

the Board of Directors 

and currently serves the 

Federation Nation as our 

Web Master 
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How does the Federation Work?  
  

First,  members begin by joining or starting a local club.  
Each local club runs itself as it chooses. Most clubs host tournaments during the fishing season. 
Each club establishes dues for members. To start a club, it  takes a minimum of 6 members. 

 
There are 3 steps for full membership and all its benefits.   

The first step is to join B.A.S.S.. This requires a $20.00 per year fee. The benefits you receive are 11 magazines of the Bass Masters 
Publication.  

Step two is joining a local club.  
Lastly, the club also joins National Federation ( BASS/ESPN ). These dues are set at $ 20.00 per year per member. 

  

When all 3 are in place, then the club can send  a team to our State Championship  tournament.   
 

The 2007 tournament was held on Lake St. Clair, launching out of Mount Clemens, Mi.  The dates this year were August  23-25 with August 
23 being the meeting night. The actual fishing dates were August 24 & 25. 

From this tournament, 13 anglers advance and then become the Mi. State Team. This team earns many bonus awards. Among these are 
expense money to cover travel, rooms, licenses, food and VIP pricing on many of our sponsors products, as well as the bonus 
money for owning sponsor product from Skeeter/Yamahma, Triton/ Mercury, Lowrance , and Motorguide . The team also receives 
multiple Pro Shirts/caps, jackets, Berkley ,Plano, and BASS products . The team is fishing for a 1st place prize of a of $35,000.00 
boat. 

 
Our Michigan Team fishes in a Northern Divisional Tournament the following year.  
 

The team from the 2007 championship will be fishing in Wisconsin in 2008 and the 2008 team will be fishing back in Michigan waters in 
2009. 

The top Michigan Angler from the Northern Divisional tournament then goes on to fish in the Federation Nation National Championship (in 
November each year). 

From this National Championship only one angler from each of the six overall Divisions will earn a berth to fish with the Pro's in the " BIG 
SHOW" ...The Bassmaster Classic . The overall winner receives a NEW Triton boat package. 

  

It all begins from joining one of our State Federation Nation Clubs.  
  
I know you have many more questions and I would be happy to speak with you one on one.  
  
 
Please contact me at 248-819-3192 or stop and see us at one of the shows. We set up a booth at major boat shows around the state. 
 
 
 

The benefits to our memberships are many:  
You can receive discounted products from  Skeeter/Yamaha, Lowrance, Minn-Kota, Plano, and Berkley. Also, cash bonus money from 

Triton and Skeeter in tournaments and we offer our own Scholarship program for our members and their families.  
Our dues also covers a one Million dollar insurance policy for the clubs which includes a Death and Dismemberment policy of $9,000.00. 

Coverage is for all members and is in effect during travel to, from, and during all Federation functions and events. 
 
We represented the Federation at the Novi Ultimate Boat Show, the Lansing Boat Show and Grand Rapids Ultimate Boat Show.  We could also 
were available at Bass Pro Shops during their Spring Classic Sales weekends. You can also contact any board member from our web site. 
 
We hope you made it  to one of these shows so we could speak to you about our Federation goals and values. Our Federation places major 
emphasis on our Youth Programs and our Conservation projects. Several of our adult clubs also run Junior Clubs. The Youth all fish in a Junior 
State Championship that then leads to a National Junior Championship. Two youth anglers can win Triton Rigs and others compete for 6 scholar-
ship awards along with trophies. This all takes place at the Bassmaster Classic. Please contract our Youth Directors for further information. They 
are listed on the web site. 
  
We look forward to you joining our great organization and the B.A.S.S. family.  You may request a CD with additional information on it including all 
the forms you  need to help start a club up. Each club president was given a CD to share with their club. 
  
Again thank you for contacting our Michigan B.A.S.S. Federation Nation Chapter 
  
Paul Sacks, "Sack of Bass"  
Michigan B.A,S.S. Federation Nation President 
E-Mail  psacks@Michiganbass.net 
Phone # 248-819-3192 
National  Federation web site: Bassmaster Federation Index  
Our State Web site: http://www.michiganbass.net 

 

  

  

 

Sponsor of the Michigan BASS  

Federation Nation  

 

Web site www.solarbat.com  

 

 

  

Dealer Inquiries Welcome  

  

  

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Brandon Rose on stage 

mailto:psacks@Michiganbass.net
http://sports.espn.go.com/outdoors/bassmaster/federation/index
http://www.michiganbass.net
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Pictures from the 

Federation Nation 

National Tournament 

Brandon Rose on stage 
Cody Harris on stage Danny Sprague on stage 

What does it take to be a Member of Michigan B.A.S.S. 

Federation Nation? 
 First, you are required to have a current Bassmaster Magazine subscription. THIS IS 

NOT OPTIONAL!  

 This is your B.A.S.S. membership and the expiration dates vary according to 

when you took the subscription out. It is NOT shown on the BASS card we all get in the 

mail. Renewing is cheaper and less time consuming if you renew for 3 yrs. These are 

paid BY YOU to B.A.S.S. If you have questions for BASS, please call 877-BASS USA. 

or email at customerservice@bassmaster.com  

 Please do not confuse the above with your BASS Federation National dues! 

These are now $30 per year. The expiration date is Dec 31st each year. These are col-

lected by each club and Sent to National BASS. This is done online starting Nov 1st and 

can be paid with check or credit card. The address will show on your online invoice. 

 Only your President or representative will have access to the online site   

The STATE dues of $25 are also collected by your club and also expire on Dec 31st. 

State dues will be sent to Michigan Bass Federation Nation in care on ME, at the below 

address, with your roster (minimum of 6) Please make sure all NEW presidents info 

(emails) is available as well as a contact person for me to email new members info to. If 

you have a YOUTH director please note this. If you are not accepting new members, 

please also note this as well.  

 Remember it is a requirement to attend 2 of the 4 Presidents meetings to keep 

your club in good standings. 

  

Sharon Leonardi 

23405 Deanhurst 

Clinton Twp MI 48035 

  

586-567-1709 cell (best to reach me at) 

586-415-8731 home 
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 THE CLASSIC SERIES CONTUINES TO 

GROW, WE AVERAGED OVER THIRTY TEAMS 

FOR THE TOURNAMENTS FOR THE 2009 SEA-

SON. EIGHTY-FIVE FEDERATION MEMBERS 

TOOK PART IN OUR CLASSIC SERIES TOUR-

NAMENTS THIS YEAR AND CLOSE TO 

$20,000.00 IN CASH AND PRIZES WERE 

AWARDED TO OUR MEMBERS WHO FISHED 

WITH US THIS SEASON.  ALSO, SEVERAL 

HUNDERD DOLLARS WORTH OF PRIZES 

WERE HANDED OUT AT THE TOURNAMENTS. WE PAID OUT WELL OVER 

100% FOR THE SECOND STRAIGHT YEAR AND WITH NEW SPONSORS AL-

READY ON BOARD FOR NEXT YEAR, WE WILL CONTIUNE OUR GREAT PAY-

OUT FOR THE 2010 SEASON.  

  THE FIRST TOURNAMENT OF THE YEAR WAS HELD ON SAGINAW 

BAY. THE TEAM OF ROGER BEAUNE AND GREG SOCHOCKI WON THE 

TOURNAMENT WITH 19.93 lbs. OF SMALLIES. THE SECOND REGULAR SEA-

SON TOURNAMENT WAS HELD AT WIXOM LAKE AND THE TEAM OF 

DANNY HALL AND JIM BALLINGER WON WITH A MIXED BAG THAT 

WEIGHED 17.90lbs.  THE THIRD AND LAST REGULAR SEASON TOURNA-

MENT WAS HELD ON LAKE ST.CLAIR AND WAS WON BY THE TEAM OF 

JEREMY TULGETSKA AND STEVE COSBITT. THEY WEIGHED IN A LIMIT OF 

SMALLIES THAT WEIGHED 22.31lbs. THE CLASSIC CHAMPIONSHIP WAS 

HELD ON BURT & MULLETT LAKES. THE TOURNAMENT WAS WON BY 

LARRY AND BOYCE GARGUS. THEY WEIGHED IN A LIMIT OF SMALLIES 

THAT WEIGHED 22.70lbs.  

   THE TEAM OF ROGER BEAUNE AND GREG SOCHOCKI WERE OUR 

ANGLERS OF THE YEAR FOR THE 2009 SEASON. THEY RECEIVED PLAQUES 

AND SEVERAL PRIZES FOR WINNING THE AWARD. THEY EDGED OUT THE 

TEAM OF HARDY TULGESTKA AND TED PRISBE  TO WIN IN A VERY 

CLOSE  RACE. CONGRADULATIONS TO BOTH ROGER AND GREG ON A JOB 

WEEL DONE!  

  I WOULD LIKE TO THANK ALL THE MEMBERS WHO FISHED AND 

HELPED WITH  THE CLASSIC SERIES TOURNAMENTS THIS YEAR. A SPE-

CIAL THANKS TO THE  MICHIGAN BASS ANGLERS WHO RAN THE SHOW 

AND WERE  INSTRUMENTAL IN MAKING THE CIRCUIT A SUCCESS, AND TO 

PAUL SACKS WHO HELPED WITH THE MANY PRIZES AND GIFTS  WE GAVE 

AWAY THIS SEASON. THE  DATES FOR NEXT YEARS TOURNA-

MENTS  ARE  SET AND WE WILL BE ANNOUNCEING THE  LAKES AS SOON 

AS POSSIBLE . I WOULD LIKE TO WISH EVERYONE AND THEIR FAMILY A 

SAFE AND HAPPY HOLIDAY THIS SEASON.   

Michigan B.A.S.S. Chapter Federation  

Classic Series Tournaments  
By 

Larry Gargus  

Roger and Greg 
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Pictured above are members of the Calhoun County Bass Club who sold the winning 

raffle ticket for the Toyota truck . As you know, the Federation did not sell enough tick-

ets to raffle the truck and it became a fifty/fifty raffle as a result. Winning the raffle was 

Steve VanNortwick. He was the happy recipient of about $9,800. The Calhoun County 

Bass Club received a check from the Michigan Bass Federation Nation in the amount of  

$500 for selling the winning ticket.  

Calhoun County Bass Club  

Sells Winning Raffle Ticket  


