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Dedicated to Youth  

Conservation  

 and Bass Anglers of Michigan  

Kent Miller represented the Michigan BASS Federation Nation at 

the National Championship in Junction City, Kansas. Unfortunately, be-

cause of extremely poor weather conditions, he along with the majority of 

the fishermen representing their respective states was unable to weigh in 

any fish. He represented our Federation  well, showing a positive attitude 

and integrity throughout the competition. 
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Presidentôs Report by Paul Sacks 
Presidentõs Corner 

STATE of the NATION  

   
 The Michigan B.A.S.S. Federation Nation has now completed its second year, 

and has started our third year. 

 The board set many new goals in this second year and Iôm pleased to say most 

were completed. 

 Our first goal was to increase our membership numbers.  We had membership 

contest which gained many new members and were able to start two new college clubs. 

 Thanks to the efforts of Tom Boland and Barry Narrin we also added new Jr. 

clubs and created Michiganôs first Jr. BASS school club, in the Corunna school district. 

Our total membership has now grown to 746. 

 I am happy to report that BASS has awarded our Mi. Federation the National 

winner of The Toyota ñDrive the Nationò membership contest. By having the greatest 

increase in the Nation we have won a $35,000.00 voucher to buy a Toyota Tundra truck.  

This prize will provide our Federation with new funding to create many new programs 

and benefits for our members. 

 A second goal was provide our members the best State Championship and to 

create the best payback tournament series in Michigan. Both of these programs were 

put into place in 2008. Our State Championship was a great success.  The fishing was 

difficult but the new 13 man State team figured out how to catch them on Lake Charle-

voix in the Fall.  On the 2nd day, any one of two dozen anglers were still in position to 

make the team. 

 The Classic Series provided our members with huge cash paybacks and some 

excellent sponsor gifts and prizes. The total payback was well over 140%. We look for-

ward to doubling the field in 2009. Many thanks need to go out Paul Wagner for all his 

help in running the State Championship and helping the Classic Series. As you all know 

Larry Gargus was in charge of the Classic Series this year. 

 One of the proudest events was having our Mi. BASS Federation Nation hold a 

special Veterans fishing tournament for our soldiers. We took over 65 of our veterans 

out at this event and helped the Mi. Brain Injured Institute raise over $20,000.00 in 

funds. Our Mi. BASS Federation Nation was given great recognition for our efforts 

both by PBS TV coverage, newspaper articles and being written up in BASSMASTERS 

magazine. 

 Our board also revised the Lou Borer Jr. Scholarship fund. Now 5 applications 

will receive a much larger check that will really help with their college expenses. 

 Thanks to our sponsors Skeeter /Yamaha and Toyota Trucks our finances are 

secure at this time. Our board looks forward to providing new programs and benefits in 

the 2009 season. 

 Sponsorship is again growing, with several new companies coming on board. 

 I would like to thank all our loyal B.A.S.S. members for being a part of our 

Michigan B.A.S.S. Federation Nation family. 

 Your board and I will continue to work for your benefit and provide our mem-

bers a great 2009 season.  

 Thank you; Paul  A. Sacks   -  President  
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Deal allows Michiganians to cross border 
without passport  

Paul Egan / The Detroit News  
DETROIT -- State and federal officials signed an agreement  that will allow U.S. 
citizens in Michigan the option of using a driver's license, rather than a more 
costly passport, to cross the U.S.-Canada border when tougher security rules 
take effect next June.  
 Michigan Secretary of State Terri Lynn Land and Stewart Baker, an as-
sistant secretary with the Department of Homeland Security, signed documents 
authorizing a new and enhanced Michigan driver's license at a ceremony at the 
Detroit Regional Chamber.  
 The new cards, which contain an electronic chip that can be read by 
border guards, should be available next spring at a cost of less than $50, Land 
said at a news conference.  
 State laws to allow the enhanced driver's licenses were passed by the 
Legislature in February. They are intended to enhance border security while still 
encouraging a free flow of traffic and commerce across the U.S. Canada border.  
"We do more business with Canada than any other state," -- more than $1 billion 
a week--said Land.  
 Richard E. Blouse, Jr., president and CEO of the Detroit Regional 
Chamber, said the new license "balances national security with economic secu-
rity."  
 Baker said enhanced state driver's licenses have also been approved by 
federal authorities for the states of Washington, New York, Vermont and Arizona 
and U.S. border authorities recently began accepting the cards on a pilot basis 
at a Washington-British Columbia land crossing.  
 Enhanced personal identification cards for Michigan residents will also 
be available, Land said. Residents will also have the option of continuing to use 
a regular driver's license.  
 Starting June 1, the federal government will require those crossing U.S.-
Canada land border to present a passport or another acceptable form of en-
hanced identification. Those tougher rules are already in effect for air arrivals.  
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Green Bait and Tackle  
Mark Brantmeyer 

 
 Today, virtually every company has a "green" product or policy in place to help the environ-

ment and to appeal to environmentally conscious consumers.  The recreational fishing industry is no 

exception.  Outboard motors with better fuel economy, recycling fishing line, and new government 

emission standards are just a few examples of products and policies that are more environmentally 

friendly to our lakes, fish, and surrounding habitats. 

 Fishing bait and tackle are also becoming greener.  With the growing popularity of tourna-

ment bass fishing, an ever increasing amount of fishing lures are being produced, thrown away, and lost 

in our waterways each year.  In addition to manufacturing by-products, most of these lures contain po-

tentially harmful substances including polyvinyl chlorides found in soft plastics and lead used in 

weights.  I'm sure we have all noticed the label on our lure packages warning of the use of these sub-

stances.  Fortunately, several companies are addressing this problem by making more environmentally 

safe lures. 

 One such company is the Lake Resources Group of Waunakee, WI operated by President and 

CEO, Ben Hobbins.  A University of Wisconsin team of consultants estimated in 2007 that 12,000 tons 

of soft plastic lures are lost each year in our lakes, streams, and seas.  Hobbins' company produces Iron-

CladsÊ soft lures that are tougher than conventional soft plastics because they resist tearing and hold 

better to hooks.  The result is a lure that is durable enough to be used over and over to catch fish after 

fish without replacing the soft lure.  As an example of their strength, these lures can support a suspended 

10-lb weight and, according to Hobbins, single IronCladsÊ have caught upwards of 200 fish.  In addi-

tion to helping the environment, these lures also benefit tournament anglers by reducing the amount of 

time needed to change lost or torn-up lures and saving tackle space and money as fewer soft lures need 

to be purchased.  Guides and outfitters who buy soft lures for clients keep money in their pockets, like 

an instant raise, instead of buying bag after bag of the conventional, rip and tear-off soft plastic lures. 

 The IronCladsÊ lures contain patent pending IronCladÊ technology based on biometric skin 

graft material incorporating microfibers that contribute to their strength yet they still retain the softness 

and action of conventional soft plastic baits.  They are available in six different lines including worms, 

tubes, shrimps, and shad patterns.  Each line is available in four sizes and in 12 colors.  You can see 

these products for yourself at the IronCladsÊ website: www.ironcladlures.com. 

 Berkley is another manufacturer of more environmentally safe baits.  The Gulp and Gulp Live 

baits are manufactured with water-based materials which are not only more natural to the fish, but also 

allow far more attractants to be added to them compared to conventional soft plastic baits that are oil 

based.  The Gulp and Gulp Live baits also do not contain polyvinyl chlorides and according to Product 

Development Director John Prochnow, Gulp bait that is lost on a lake bottom, in a weed bed, or even on 

land will be completely digested by bacteria after approximately 9 months as opposed to the several 

years it takes for conventional soft plastics to decay. 

 The Gulp and Gulp Live baits can dry out quickly if not kept moist however, these baits do 

have a fairly long shelf life of three years if kept sealed in their packaging and they are just as durable as 

the plastic baits.  Berkley is also expanding their Gulp product lineup by offering a new 7-inch ribbon 

worm, 6-inch jerk shad, 4-3/4 inch shakey-head worm, 4-inch crazy leg chigger craw, and a 3-inch dou-

ble-tail grub. 

 Finally, on the tackle side, tungsten weights are an excellent alternative to lead.  According to 

Larry Thornhill from the Tru-Tungsten company, tungsten is twice as dense as lead and as such the 

weights are 50% smaller than their lead counterparts.   This gives tungsten weights better cast ability, 

fewer hang-ups, and improved penetration into dense cover.  Tungsten weights are also harder allowing 

them to ricochet off rocks and stumps whereas lead weights will dig into these underwater structures and 

become lodged.  Tungsten weights are available in a wide variety of colors, weights, and styles. 

 Using green bait and tackle can help us to reduce the plastic, lead, and other by-product waste 

that is accumulating in our waterways and surrounding habitats.  Several new and existing bait and 

tackle companies are dedicated to helping us with this cause by supplying us with offerings that are just 

as good if not better than the conventional baits that we have been using for years.  I encourage you to 

give one a try this season. 
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2009 Skeeter / Yamaha  

BASS Federation Nation Program   

Attention STATE BASS FEDERATION NATION CHAPTERS and MEMBERS: All of us at Skeeter 
Boats with Yamaha Outboards appreciate the opportunity provided to us by BASS to offer you 
the following benefits for the 2009 Skeeter / Yamaha BASS Federation Nation Program.  

PROGRAM OVERVIEW  

Skeeter Boats with Yamaha Outboards is proud to announce our first ever "No Sig-
nature Required, No Commitment Necessary" benefits program.  Best of all, the pro-
gram is simple, straight forward, with no hidden costs, or strings attached!  
 
This program rewards:  

Chapter Members   
With a CASH BACK retail rebate purchase incentive on qualifying Skeeter boat packages pow-
ered by Yamaha, and receive a two (2) year Yamaha Extended Service (Y.E.S.) contract.  
With an extended Real Money bonus program for winning qualified BASS Federation Nation 
events. Buy! Register! Fish & Win! Get Paid!  
With cash incentive of $50,000 for winning the 2009 Federation Nation Championship with a 
Skeeter boat powered by a Yamaha outboard.  
 

This program rewards:  
State Chapters   
With funding from each new eligible Skeeter boat package powered by Yamaha sold in their 
respective State.  
With an opportunity to purchase one promotional new Skeeter boat package powered by Ya-
maha for promotional events, at an extreme discount.  

All benefits are provided by Skeeter Boats.  
The retail programs may not be stacked or combined with any other Skeeter or Yamaha pro-
gram offer.  
To obtain information, you may use Skeeter's toll free telephone number by calling:  
1 - 800 -SKEETER (1 -800 -753 -3837)   
You may contact Skeeter regarding the program in writing at:  

Skeeter Boats  

Attn: Skeeter Federation Nation Program  

One Skeeter Road  

Kilgore, TX 75662 -0230   
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Michigan B.A.S.S. Chapter 

Federation Youth Page  

Recently, I had the opportunity to attend the  Federation Nation Championship held 

in Junction City, Kansas. Along with the 55 anglers who competed for a berth in the 

Bassmaster Classic, there were twelve children competing for the title of ñCasting 

Kidsò Champion and also twelve boys competing for the Jr. Worlds Championship 

for youth. 

Unfortunately, Michigan was not represented in either group this year. That is not 

what is important. What is important is that twenty-four young anglers were able to 

experience something they will never forget. Yes, there was only one winner in each 

age group, but each child was a winner just by making it to the finals.  

Pressure! You want to talk about pressure, you could hear a pin drop in the gymna-

sium where the ñCasting Kidsò finals took place. It was awe inspiring to experience 

the concentration level from each contestant. Also inspiring was how each contestant 

cheered for each other.  

A highlight for all present was a surprise appearance by elite series angler Denny 

Brauer. In the end only two contestants could win , but all of the kids knew that they 

had accomplishes something very special. 

 

 

The weigh-in for the Junior World Championship was just as exciting as the ñCasting 

Kidsò competition.  The weather in Junction City was less than favorable to say the 

least. Temperatures at weigh-in were only 36 degrees and the wind was blowing 20 

MPH.  Obviously this made for poor fishing conditions. 

Because the weather conditions were so bad during the week the young anglers were 

captioned by  either a state president or a youth director for the tournament. The fed-

eration anglers they were supposed to be with were fishing the final day af their post-

poned tournament 

In the end, only two contestants caught fish and both were from the older age group. 

Again, however each contestant displayed grace and integrity as they crossed the 

weigh-in stage. Every contestant held their head high because they were representing 

their respective divisions of the Jr. Bassmaster Federation Championship! 

Joey Nania claimed a second Junior Bassmaster World Championship title, this time 

in the 15-18-year-old age group at Geary County State Lake, meanwhile Jonny 

Schultz defended his Bassmaster CastingKids Championship at Junction City High 

School. 
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fight for 

your fish 

leave the rest to us® 

BASS members receive 10% off the 

BEST AVAILABLE RATE* at participating locations. 
To receive your discount, log onto ramada.com/bass or call 

1-800-462-8035 and specify the BASS corporate ID: 

1000000535 

 

Proud Promotional Sponsor of the Bassmaster Elite Series 

and the Official Hotel of the Federation Nation. 

*Best Available Rate means the best, non-qualified, publicly 

available rate on the Internet for the hotel, date and accommo-

dations requested in the U.S. or Canada. Advanced reserva-

tions are required. Blackout dates and other restrictions may 

apply. Cannot be combined with other offers and based on 

availability. Expires 12/30/2009. 

©2008 Ramada Worldwide Inc. All rights reserved. All hotels 
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Committee Members 

and Chairs   
State Champion-
ship  Classic Series  Membership 

Chairman - Brian 
Masters  Chairman - Larry Gargus  

Chairman - Sharon 
Leonardi 

Paul Wagner  

Tom Boland, Lupe 

Reyes   

Sponsorship  Youth Division  Media Relations 

Chairman - 
Camielle Delikta  Chairman - Barry Narrin  

Chairman - Lupe 
Reyes 

  Tom Boland, Lupe Reyes   

     

Youth Sponsor-
ship  Bass Lines  Scholarships 

Chairman - Barry 
Narrin  Chairman - Tom Boland  

Chairman - Jay 
Berwick 

     

Web Site  
Conservation & Legisla-
tive  Youth Web Site 

Chairman - Paul 
Wagner  

Chairman - Mark Brant-
meyer  

Chairman - Barry 
Narrin 

     

Michigan B.A.S.S. Chapter  

Federation  

Board of Directors  

Committees and Responsibilities  
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2008 State Championship Top 12 Anglers  

2008 State Championship  
Final Top 12 Anglers  

DEREK CUMMINGS 
JEFF WIEDERMAN 
JESSEE WEENER 
BRANDON ROSE 

KEVIN KEEN PAUL SOMA 
JOHN GIPSON JR.  
TIM LAWRENCE 
JASON HURST 

AL LING 
JEFF KELLOG 
KIRK SIMPSON 

The 2008 State Championship was held on  

Lake Charlevoix on August 21st-24th. 

 The 2008 State Championship held on Lake Charlevoix is in the record books. 

Finishing in first place with a total weight of 34.62 pounds for his two days of fishing 

was Derek Cummings. His big fish for the tournament was 4.91 pounds. As the over-all 

winner he will Captain the 2008 state team. Congratulations Derek! 

 As always, the tournament began with the pairings and rules meeting held at the 

VFW Hall on Thursday evening. A great meal was serves and many drawings for prizes 

took place. 

 Friday was the first day of the tournament with the first flight blasting off at 6 

a.m. In all, there were three flights of anglers each day. Day one ended with Derek Cum-

mings leading with a weight of 17.74 pounds. His big fish for the day  weighed 4.91 

pounds. Coming in second on day one was Paul Soma with a weight of 15.39 pounds. 

His big fish weighed 4 pounds even. Third place went to Kevin Keen with a weight of 

14.81 pounds. Big fish for day one was caught by Jim Scharphorn. It was 5.75 pounds. 

 Saturday was the second and final day of competition. Again, blast off was at 

first safe light and the anglers were off. Day two results found  Derek Cummings in the 

lead again, this time with a weight of 16.88 pounds. Second place was held by Brandon 

Rose with a weight of 13.88 pounds. Third palce on day two was awarded to Jeff Wied-

erman with a weight of 13.45 pounds. Big bass for day two weighed in at 5.57 pounds 

and was caught by Chris Noffsinger.  

 Derek Cummings lead the tourney wire to wire and becomes your 2008 State 

Team captain. A total of 128 fisherman participated in the 2008 State Championship 

with a total of 347 fish brought to the scales. Total weight for all anglers for both days 

was 954.22 pounds. Only two anglers were able to complete 5 fish limits both days of 

the tournament.  

 Thanks go out to Paul Wagner and his crew for putting on a quality tournament, 

Little Bill for providing plaques, and the entire group of our fine sponsors. 
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How does the Federation Work?  
  

First,  members begin by joining or starting a local club.  
Each local club runs itself as it chooses. Most clubs host tournaments during the fishing season. 
Each club establishes dues for members. To start a club, it  takes a minimum of 6 members. 

 
There are 3 steps for full membership and all its benefits.   

The first step is to join B.A.S.S.. This requires a $20.00 per year fee. The benefits you receive are 11 magazines of the Bass Masters 
Publication.  

Step two is joining a local club.  
Lastly, the club also joins National Federation ( BASS/ESPN ). These dues are set at $ 20.00 per year per member. 

  

When all 3 are in place, then the club can send  a team to our State Championship  tournament.   
 

The 2007 tournament was held on Lake St. Clair, launching out of Mount Clemens, Mi.  The dates this year were August  23-25 with August 
23 being the meeting night. The actual fishing dates were August 24 & 25. 

From this tournament, 13 anglers advance and then become the Mi. State Team. This team earns many bonus awards. Among these are 
expense money to cover travel, rooms, licenses, food and VIP pricing on many of our sponsors products, as well as the bonus 
money for owning sponsor product from Skeeter/Yamahma, Triton/ Mercury, Lowrance , and Motorguide . The team also receives 
multiple Pro Shirts/caps, jackets, Berkley ,Plano, and BASS products . The team is fishing for a 1st place prize of a of $35,000.00 
boat. 

 
Our Michigan Team fishes in a Northern Divisional Tournament the following year.  
 

The team from the 2007 championship will be fishing in Wisconsin in 2008 and the 2008 team will be fishing back in Michigan waters in 
2009. 

The top Michigan Angler from the Northern Divisional tournament then goes on to fish in the Federation Nation National Championship (in 
November each year). 

From this National Championship only one angler from each of the six overall Divisions will earn a berth to fish with the Pro's in the " BIG 
SHOW" ...The Bassmaster Classic . The overall winner receives a NEW Triton boat package. 

  

It all begins from joining one of our State Federation Nation Clubs.  
  
I know you have many more questions and I would be happy to speak with you one on one.  
  
 
Please contact me at 248-819-3192 or stop and see us at one of the shows. We set up a booth at major boat shows around the state. 
 
 
 

The benefits to our memberships are many:  
You can receive discounted products from  Skeeter/Yamaha, Lowrance, Minn-Kota, Plano, and Berkley. Also, cash bonus money from 

Triton and Skeeter in tournaments and we offer our own Scholarship program for our members and their families.  
Our dues also covers a one Million dollar insurance policy for the clubs which includes a Death and Dismemberment policy of $9,000.00. 

Coverage is for all members and is in effect during travel to, from, and during all Federation functions and events. 
 
We represented the Federation at the Novi Ultimate Boat Show, the Lansing Boat Show and Grand Rapids Ultimate Boat Show.  We could also 
were available at Bass Pro Shops during their Spring Classic Sales weekends. You can also contact any board member from our web site. 
 
We hope you made it  to one of these shows so we could speak to you about our Federation goals and values. Our Federation places major 
emphasis on our Youth Programs and our Conservation projects. Several of our adult clubs also run Junior Clubs. The Youth all fish in a Junior 
State Championship that then leads to a National Junior Championship. Two youth anglers can win Triton Rigs and others compete for 6 scholar-
ship awards along with trophies. This all takes place at the Bassmaster Classic. Please contract our Youth Directors for further information. They 
are listed on the web site. 
  
We look forward to you joining our great organization and the B.A.S.S. family.  You may request a CD with additional information on it including all 
the forms you  need to help start a club up. Each club president was 
given a CD to share with their club. 
  
Again thank you for contacting our Michigan B.A.S.S. Federation 
Nation Chapter 
  
Paul Sacks, "Sack of Bass"  
Michigan B.A,S.S. Federation Nation President 
E-Mail  psacks@Michiganbass.net 
Phone # 248-819-3192 
National  Federation web site: Bassmaster Federation Index  
Our State Web site: http://www.michiganbass.net 

 

  

  

 

Sponsor of the Michigan BASS  

Federation Nation  

 

Web site www.solarbat.com  

 

 

  

Dealer Inquiries Welcome  

  

  

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:psacks@Michiganbass.net
http://sports.espn.go.com/outdoors/bassmaster/federation/index
http://www.michiganbass.net
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Conservation Report  

Mark Brantmeyer 

 Conservation Director 

New Conservation Director  
Mark Brantmeyer 

 

This past summer I volunteered to be the new Conservation Director 

for the Michigan BASS Federation.  Having been the Tournament 

Director for my club, the Michigan Bassmasters in Brighton, and currently working in 

the environmental field, this is an exciting opportunity for me to learn more about fish 

and habitat conservation and to assist the Michigan BASS Federation members with 

environmental issues or questions that may arise.  I also look forward to serving as a 

liaison between our state Federation and the National BASS Association. 

 

My goals for this year are to complete at least one project and to help keep us aware of 

new conservation issues, policies or products that may affect us.   Our Federation cur-

rently has a balance of $2,000 that was donated to us by National BASS for environ-

mental projects in our state.  I welcome your thoughts on how we should use these funds 

in 2009.  Please also contact me if you have any ideas or suggestions that you would like 

me to address in future Bass Lines newsletters.  I have included an article for this 

month's issue about environmentally friendly bait and tackle. 

Michigan Bass Federation Nation 

Wins Toyota Truck 

In 

Drive The Nation Contest 

 The Michigan BASS Federation Nation came away from the Federation Nation 

Championship held in Junction City, Kansas a huge winner. We won a brand new Toy-

ota Tundra pickup truck valued at $36,000. The contest was based on the percentage of 

membership increases. Through the efforts of our Board of Directors, Club Presidents, 

Membership Directors, and Youth Directors we were able to increase total membership 

by 43%. The Board of Directors will discuss how we can use the profits from this wind-

fall to best benefit our membership. 

 On a related note we also won the contest sponsored by Lowrance for the best 

notebook from the Northern Division and the contest sponsored by Longhorn Smokeless 

tobacco. A very special thank you goes out to our State President, Paul Sacks, for his 

efforts in securing these great prizes. 
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INTRODUCING FORTREX Ê MEET THE MONO-ARM, 

THE BACKBONE OF THE NEW FORTREX. 

THIS ANODIZED ALUMINUM STRUCTURAL BEAM FEATURES A 
COUNTER-TENSION STABILIZER TO 

REDUCE WEAR, PROLONG LIFE AND RUN QUIETER. IT ALSO 

OPERATES WITH NO METAL-TO-METAL 

CONTACT AND UTILIZES LIFT-ASSIST FOR EASY STOW AND 

DEPLOY. 

WEANED ON WHISKEY  

AND TOUGH LOVE  
No play. No give. No mercy. No wonder 

the fishing world is on notice. Weôve 

unleashed the revolutionary new Fortrex, 

our beefiest, meanest, quietest motor 

ever. Meet the strong, silent type with a 

ruthless mean streak built right in. 


